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House Corporation Readies House
to Host Alumni in Fall

well and staying safe. We had an active summer
and fall 2020 at the house and are looking forward
to a smooth spring semester. As per our standard

Ihope everybody receiving this newsletter is doing

policy, we had some painting and minor repairs done
over the summer. This past fall, we had to replace the
main air conditioning unit in the chapter house as well

as handle a minor water leak issue. The contractors

and the chapter worked together and got through the
repair and renovation well. We have added shades in
the dining room, allowing the chapter to hold a chapter

Eagle always!

meeting while concealing the dining area. The shades

offer blackout and glare protection. They are a welcome
addition to minimize the heat in the room.

Our next projects include some minor repairs and

In Hoc,
Reid Brown ’81

next cycle of our normal summer maintenance program.
The undergraduates are still under the probation
guidelines as set forth by Auburn, and until that is
changed, we must maintain a zero-alcohol policy at the
house. If you are in town, feel free to drop by, but please
follow the current Auburn University and Alabama
COVID-19 protocol guidelines.

We hope to host alumni brothers and families this fall as
Auburn football steps into a new era and direction. War

House Corporation President

looking at chapter needs and desires as we move into the

bsareid@hiwaay.net

FOUNDATION REMAINS STRONG MOVING FORWARD

The Sigma Chi Foundation at
Auburn University held its
annual meeting on October
13, 2020. Treasurer Bob Benz

’60 reported that the foundation
currently has assets of approximately
$426,000. Wilson Meadows ’10 was
appointed by the board as assistant
treasurer, with the assumption that
Wilson will eventually assume the
duties of treasurer.

The foundation voted to award

four scholarships of $2,500 each

to undergraduates in the spring
2021 semester. The four recipients
are Richmond Maddox ’22, Alex
Litwin 23, Miller Murchison 22,
and Peyton David *23. This is double
the amount of scholarships that have
been provided in previous years.

The foundation also voted to renew
and host the scholarship dinner,
pending any COVID-19 restrictions.
A scholarship committee has been

organized by David Bell ’88, our
scholarship chairman, and the group
is working on these items.

The board adopted two proposed
changes to the foundation’s bylaws.
First, the number of directors will be
increased from five to six. Second,
the date of the annual meeting will
be changed from a specific date in
October to a date to be determined
by the board of directors and
publicized to members at least three
weeks in advance of the meeting.
Both proposals were approved by the
voting members.

The Robert A. Benz White Cross
Society had a very successful year
in 2020. Contributions for the year
exceeded $49,000. These ongoing
contributions from our dedicated
alumni and friends helped support
the foundation’s expansion of
scholarships for undergraduates

and host the scholarship dinner
referenced earlier. Our sincere
thanks go out to each of you!

If you would like to join the Robert
A. Benz White Cross Society, please
contact Fred McCallum ’79 at
mccallumfred@gmail.com. You may
also make tax-deductible donations
to the Sigma Chi Foundation at
Auburn University by going to
auburnsigmachi.com and clicking
on the Donate tab. Finally, we are
hopeful that the foundation will

be able to host a fall event for our
Gamma Sigma alumni at one of our
home football games, and we look
forward to seeing you then!

Fraternally,

Alan Shackelford 90

Sigma Chi Foundation President
(770) 331-6784
avshack@mindspring.com
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HONORING THE G.O.A.T

(Greatest of All Time)
Commemorative Plaque
Unveiled at March Ceremony

ob Benz ’60 has been honored many
times over the years, and rightfully
so! He is truly a man of great

character and remains dedicated Sigma Chi
to this day.

The library in the chapter house was
originally dedicated to honor Bob on
February 17, 1996. This honor was
bestowed for his leadership and work as the
National Campaign Chairman and House
Corporation Treasurer. Additionally, for his efforts in going beyond the
call of duty in pushing for the renovation of chapter house and making
the project a reality.

In March of this year, the Gamma Sigma House Corporation chose to
commemorate the library dedication with a plaque in Bob’s honor. Bob’s
continued leadership and involvement have demonstrated his love for
and dedication to the Sigma Chi Fraternity.

Bob has dedicated many years of service to the General Fraternity
along with Gamma Sigma Chapter. He was elevated to the Order of
Constantine, the highest honor a Sigma Chi can achieve. The Chapter’s

Sigs at the dedication of Gamma Sigma Chapter’s library to
Bob Benz ’60. Top row, from left: Grayson Fuller ‘23
Grantland Stone °22, Brian Snyder, Troy '85, Reid Brown 81,
Inge Waddle °66, Alex Litwin "23, and Nick lannone '22.
Bottom row: Richard Mosses 24, Davis Leeth 24,
David Allen 24, Cooper Blevins '24, and Nik Geiger "24.

White Cross Society, named in his honor, was formed in 2019 to provided
annual revenues for the benefits of the undergraduates and address
immediate chapter needs.

The Gamma Sigma Chapter of Sigma Chi will always be indebted for
Bob’s longstanding devotion and dedication. Please join us in honoring
Bob and thanking him for his dedication to the chapter. May he be a
guide for us all!

Congratulations, Graduating Seniors!

FALL 2020 GRADUATES

SPRING 2021 GRADUATES

William Bowden 20 is from Mooresville, North
Carolina. He majored in professional flight with
a minor in business. Will served as kustos for
the chapter. He is moving to Charlotte to start a
career in corporate aviation.

Fischer Hawkins 20 is from Homewood,
Alabama. He majored in accounting with a
minor in finance. Fischer served as annotator
for two terms, tribune, and quaestor. His on-
campus involvement included Beta Alpha Si
Honor Society. He completed an accounting
internship after graduation at KPMG in
Nashville. He will be starting graduate school at
Auburn in the fall of 2021.

Armen Palanjian *20 is from Dothan, Alabama.
He majored in accounting and served as quaestor
for the chapter. His on-campus involvement
included International Buddy Program, Beta
Alpha Si Honor Society, and Lambda Sigma
Honor Society. He completed an accounting
internship after graduating and is starting
graduate school at Auburn in the fall of 2021.

Bolton Davis ’21 is from Andalusia, Alabama.
His major is marketing and he plans to move
to Atlanta to start his career in sales after
graduation.

Willyam Galvez ’21 is from Birmingham,
Alabama. His major is marketing and he served
as Derby Days chairman. After graduation, he
hopes to travel the world while developing his
career in international sports marketing.

Reid Geheren *21 is from Atlanta, Georgia. His
major is marketing. Reid served two terms as
risk manager for the chapter. After graduation,
he plans to work in the sports marketing and
management field and attend graduate school or
law school.

Dryden Lewis "21 is from Marietta, Georgia. His
major is business administration. He served as
social chairman and scholarship chairman for the
chapter and worked at the Ecology Preserve during
his free time. After graduation, Dryden plans to
move to Atlanta to work in the sales industry.

Jake Snyder ’21 is from Duluth, Georgia. His
major is finance. Jake served as philanthropy
chairman and plans to move to Tampa or
Orlando to start his career in commercial real

estate.

Connor Whitmore 21 is from Dothan,
Alabama. He is majoring in exercise science and
served as sports chairman, tailgate chairman,
and assistant magistar. After graduation, he is
planning on moving back to Dothan to become
a teacher.



REMAINING OPTIMISTIC

Active Brothers Hopeful for a Return to Normalcy Next Fall

espite the ongoing pandemic, Gamma
D Sigma Chapter has thrived. We had a

full initiation for our fall pledge class
of 42 members, being sure to follow Auburn
University’s guidelines to keep ourselves and
our alumni safe. Auburn held a virtual spring
recruitment, where we still managed to recruit
11 excellent pledges. Our chapter has reached
a huge milestone, topping 100 brothers. That
makes us the fastest growing fraternity in the
past 100 years at Auburn. As our numbers grow,
rest assured we are working diligently to only
recruit men who truly exemplify the Jordan
Standard.

We have not been able to hold social events this
semester, and a majority of Auburn’s classes

are still online. However, we are continually
working to raise money for our community.
We held a three-on-three basketball tournament
with our neighbors at Sigma Nu where one

of our teams won the championship, raising
over $2,000 for the local Boys and Girls Club.
Gamma Sigma is also joining other fraternities
at Auburn to raise money and donate meals to
EAMC workers and first responders.

Welcome, 2021 initiates!

Gamma Sigma will be holding a very different
Derby Days this year. Without the social side
of things, we will have to rely on donations and
virtual events to meet our $10,000 goal. We

are also putting together a Derby Days blood
drive to benefit the Huntsman Cancer Institute.
Sigma Chi’s goal is to raise $20 million over the
next several years directed to women’s cancers,
to honor the women that inspire us every day
and who work tirelessly
with us in Debry Days to
fight this horrible disease.
The Derby Days page on
sigmachiauburn.com will
stay updated with the most
recent information. E
Brian Snyder, Troy ’85, our chapter advisor,
recently established an alumni advisory

board composed of local alumni. Some

notable members are Buddy Metcalf 69 (61st
Sigma Chi Grand Consul) and Adam Joiner,
Tarleton State ’15, Arkansas State ’18 (Auburn
Interfraternity Council coordinator).

With Auburn’s entire faculty and staft and
several of our brothers now vaccinated, we are

ol = S 2 Lt
Congratulations to Bryant Royster 22, Justin
Peebles 23, and Luke Kraemer '22 for winning
the three-on-three basketball tournament!

anticipating a normal, in-person recruitment
season this summer. If you know someone
interested in Sigma Chi, please refer them to our
recruitment page or contact our recruitment
chairmen. We hope to host a parents’ weekend
this spring for our most recent pledge classes.

I believe we will be able to host tailgates at the
house this fall, and I look forward to seeing you
all there.

I am extremely optimistic about 2021, and I
believe we will do great things during my time
as consul. Thank you to all the alumni who have
supported us during this past year; we couldn’t
have made it this far without you.

In Hoc,
Grantland Stone 22, Consul
(256) 303-7860 / jgs0043@auburn.edu

The spring 2021 pledge class.



Chapter Eternal

Richard Lee Wright ’52 entered Chapter
Eternal on November 30, 2020, at the age

of 89. As a Navy ROTC student, Dick was
commissioned as an ensign and served as

an engineering officer aboard the destroyer,
USS Lofberg. He then attended pilot training,
earning his wings in 1954, beginning his flying
career as a fleet pilot and test pilot. In his 23-
year Naval career, Dick made over 500 aircraft
carrier landings, piloted over 38 different types
of aircraft, was a runner-up in the Gemini
astronaut selection, and was selected as a Fellow
(second-highest level of recognition) by the
Society of Experimental Test Pilots. After his
retirement from the Navy, Dick held several
test flying jobs, working with Cessna, Flight
Systems, BAE Systems, and then with the Navy
again until his second retirement in 1993. He
loved airplanes and frequently marveled at the
fact that he got paid to do something he was so
passionate about.

Jerry Oakes ’57 entered Chapter Eternal on
July 3, 2020, at age 86. Upon graduation he was
commissioned a second lieutenant in the U.S.
Army Corp of Engineers and served two years
with the 17th Engineering Battalion, Second
Armored Division. In 1961, during the Berlin
Crisis, he returned to duty with the 926th
Construction Battalion, retiring in 1965. Jerry
enjoyed a lengthy career in architecture, time
with his family, and exploring his passion for
genealogy. Organization and vision were traits
that permeated anything Jerry undertook.

Alumni News

Herb H. Reed Jr. ’58 remembers bringing
sweetheart candidates to the chapter house,
especially since one of them became the
sweetheart in 1955 and later his wife in 1958.

G. Porter Block Jr. ’63 retired as a lawyer with
Harrison Sale LLC in 2019. He lives in Mobile
with his wife, Shirley. Email: pbrock2013@
yahoo.com

Hall B. Bryant Jr. ’66 is the owner and president
of Bryant Capital. He and his wife, Susan, live in
Huntsville. Email: seblala@aol.com

Mike Duggan ’66 saw Sigma Chi as his home
away from home thanks to the brotherhood and
lifelong friends he made as an active member.
Email: mikelduggan @bellsouth.net

Tommy Miller Jr. ’66 loved living at 737 W.
Magnolia with his fraternity brothers. He misses
the house staff, luaus in the spring, and football
parties on the weekends. Email: tmiller1228@
comcast.net
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C. Burton Hewitt ITI 69 misses the house
parties, formals, and luaus. He is grateful for the
brotherhood and friendships he gained from
Sigma Chi. Email: burton.hewitt@gmail.com

Bill Alexander ’70 remains connected to
Gamma Sigma Chapter through yearly trips to
Auburn. Email: thrillalex@intrepid.us.com

E. Dow Carder Jr. ’72 fondly remembers being
involved in fraternity activities and philanthropy
during his time with Sigma Chi. Email:
d.carder@doss-electric.com

Mamal Motahari 80 was proud of Gamma
Sigma Chapter’s diversity, and how the brothers
honored Sigma Chi’s values. He misses singing
in the hallways with his brothers on late nights.
Email: mmotahari@charter.net

Dean Jackins *90 still sees several of his
fraternity brothers, who became his lifelong
friends, on a regular basis. Email: deanjackins@
gmail.com

John Slade McElroy II’03 remembers breaking
into the kitchen during early and late hours

to cook for the brothers. He misses the band
parties. Email: john_slade027@yahoo.com

Spotlight
Search

for Sigma Chi Leaders in Action

amma Sigma needs your help
Gspotlighting brothers in future issues
of the Auburn Sig. Do you know
a brother who's making a difference in the

world or in his community? Are you one of
them? We want to hear from you!

Tell us stories about healthcare heroes, men
handling crisis management, brothers who
are involved with nonprofit or volunteer
organizations that are community lifelines—
any brothers with purpose whom we should
feature in a future Auburn Sigma Chi
publication. Let’s shine some light on our
wonderful brothers.

Please send submissions to chammond@
penningtonco.com.

Thank you for staying connected with
Auburn Sigma Chi. We appreciate your
support and encourage you to reach out to
your brothers to catch up and check in.



